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A NOTE

FROM OSKAR EUSTIS
Dear Friends,

I am delighted to introduce you to the work of two artists whose work you may not have previously
known: playwright Else Went and her wife, director Emma Rosa Went. Every once in a while, here at
The Public, we get to launch artists who are at the very start of what promise to be extraordinary
careers. The Wents are such artists.

Else came to us first through the Emerging Writers Group, that extraordinary program which has
created so many riches over the twenty years since we first founded it. At the time, the idea was to
create a pathway to the center of The Public, and the theater world, for those who didn’t have the
usual pathways available to them. We helieved that the writers who had agents, productions, and
MFA’s already knew how to get to us. This program was to open the doors to those who didn’t have
those pathways.

Of the writers who have completed the 2-year program,
an astonishing percentage have gone on to make a

powerful impact on the field. Theyve gone on to win Tony Awards, Pulitzer
Prizes and other plaudits—only the external markers of their amazing success. In addition to Else, EWG
alum Ethan Lipton is offering us a luminous adaptation of Thornton Wilder, THE SEAT OF OUR PANTS,
downstairs in the Newman.

First the artistic staff of the theater, and then |, have fallen so in love with INITIATIVE that | am reluctant
to say too much about it. You will discover it for yourself now, and I hope you will see at least some part
of what has so entranced us. Else has the almost magical ability to create living, three-dimensional
people on stage-characters who are so real that | feel like | know them as people, separate from the
actions | see them performing in this play. The compassion and wisdom, the deep understanding of
character, the aching awareness of time and loss and love that she manifests in these teenagers, imply
adepth of experience unfathomable in a writer as young as she is.

She has been deeply supported by her wife, the remarkable Emma. Over the last few years, they
have put together an ensemble of actors who have grown along with the play, so that what you are
seeing this evening is not just a production, it is a theater company. It is a group of artists who have
made the kind of relationship with one another that we all have dreamt of, and some of us have been

lucky enough to experience. Together, all of them are a powerful
reminder of everything we love about the theater- and
about each other.

You see? | shouldn't say too much. Sit back and take it in. You'll be glad to tell people you were here.

ﬁ; ko
_—
OSKAR EUSTIS
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, THE PUBLIC THEATER
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST

THE PUBLIC continues the work of
its visionary founder Joe Papp as a civic
institution engaging, both on stage and off,
with some of the most important ideas and
social issues of today. Conceived over 60
years ago as one of the nation’s first nonprofit
theatres, The Public has long operated on
the principles that theatre is an essential
cultural force and that art and culture belong
to everyone. Under the leadership of Artistic
Director Oskar Eustis and Executive Director
Patrick Willingham, The Public’s wide breadth
of programming includes an annual season
of new work at its landmark home at Astor
Place, Free Shakespeare in the Park at The
Delacorte Theater in Central Park, the Mobile
Unit touring throughout New York City’s five
boroughs and Joe’s Pub. Since premiering
Hair in 1967, The Public continues to create
the canon of American theatre and is currently
represented on Broadway by the Tony Award-
winning musicals Hamilton by Lin-Manuel
Miranda and Hell’s Kitchen by Alicia Keys
and Kristoffer Diaz. Their programs and
productions can also be seen regionally across
the country and around the world. The Public
has received 64 Tony Awards, 195 Obie
Awards, 62 Drama Desk Awards, 64 Lortel
Awards, 36 Outer Critic Circle Awards, 13
New York Drama Critics’ Circle Awards, 70
AUDELCO Awards, 6 Antonyo Awards and
6 Pulitzer Prizes. publictheater.org

OLIVIA ROSE BARRESI she/her (Clara)
is an actor and multidisciplinary artist.
Recent theatrical credits include workshops
of Else Went’s Degenerates (The Public),
Unresolved Rage Game (Soho Rep), Why
Taylor Swift Is Gay: A Presentation directed
by Alex Keegan, Emma Went’s Twelfth Night

and Three Sisters (Decatur Audio Lab) and
The Cause (WP Theater). BRIClab video
art resident for Dogman I. Mercury Store
resident acting company member. MA:
LAMDA; BFA: BU. oliviarosebarresi.com.
(@obarresiS5

MARISA BRAU-REYES (Understudy
Clara/Kendall) is delighted to be performing
at The Public Theater. Off-Broadway:
Cymbeline, A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
Other credits: As You Like It, Gregor, The
Gothic Hour. Brau-Reyes also writes
and performs sketch and improv comedy
and has trained with both UCB and The
PIT. TV: “Law & Order: SVU” (NBC),
“Billions” (Showtime), “Bull” (CBS), “New
Amsterdam” (NBC), “Mozart in the Jungle”
(Amazon). Film: Bel Canto starring Julianne
Moore. Thanks to Pantera/Murphy and
Prevail Artists.

BRANDON BURK (Mr Stone et al./
Understudy Em/Lo/Tony) is making his Public
Theater debut! Recent: Daytime (People’s
Light), The Hypochondriac (NYU), Major
Barbara (NYU). Film/TV: “The Gilded Age”
(HBO Max). MFA: NYU grad acting. BA:
Fordham University. Thanks, Emma!

GREG CUELLAR [kway-yar] (Riley) is
honored to share Initiative at The Public with
its original feral company. Off-Broadway:
Comedy of Errors (Classic Stage Company),
Play On! Shakespeare Festival (CSC/OSF),
LAMBDA finalist for I Wanna Fuck Like
Romeo and Juliet (New Light). Regional:
The Mousetrap (Guthrie Theater and
Berkshire Theatre Group), It’s Only a Play
(George Street Playhouse), As You Like It
(St. Louis Shakespeare Festival). TV: “New
Amsterdam” (NBC). Training: Columbia
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST

University. Of Lipan Apache descent. For my
brother, Justin. gregcuellaractor.com

HARRISON DENSMORE they/them (7y)
is a performer, director and visual artist. Their
work focuses on new plays and collaborating
with emerging playwrights. They are grateful
and proud to have been with Initiative since
its inception in 2016, and excited to share it
with you. Thanks and love to Mom and Dad,
Jan, Bruce and Dan. hdensmore.com

CARSON HIGGINS he/they (Lo) is thrilled to
be making his Public debut! Higgins has been
with the show since one of its earliest readings.
This show means so much to this company and
we appreciate you giving us the opportunity
to share it with you. Credits include Damien
Chazelle’s Babylon, Joker: Folie a Deux, Green
Day’s American Idiot (St. Jimmy), Memphis the
Musical (Huey Calhoun) and Golem Owned
a Tropical Smoothie. Thanks to Mom, Dad,
Lauren and every teacher that got me to this
moment. @carsonhiggins

ANDREA LOPEZ ALVAREZ she/her
(Kendall) is a Puerto Rican actress. Initiative
is one of the coolest things that’s ever
happened to her, and she will owe The Wents
everything forever. She loves reading, ranting
and crocheting and when she figures out how
to do them simultaneously, she’ll rule the
world. Theatre: Echo, Ribbon About a Bomb,
variety of Shakespeares. Film: Gog, Regreso
de Ernesto Pagan, Unfinished. Thanks to
mom, papi, Core4 and Mike for putting up
with me.

JAMIE SANDERS he/him (Tony) is
overjoyed to be making his Public Theater
debut with Initiative. Other credits include
Henry IV/Richard Il (TFANA), The Curious

Incident...(Kansas City Rep, Portland Center
Stage), Ranchich (Storyhorse Theater),
Misalliance (Stars in the House). He is a
proud ensemble member of TFANA’s New
Voices Project in NYC Schools. Sanders is
also an outspoken advocate and educator on
Tourette Syndrome awareness.

JOSE USECHE (Understudy Riley/Ty) is a
writer and actor from Queens, NY. Work he
has either written, produced or performed
in has appeared at Sundance Film Festival,
Official Latino Film Festival, Lower East
Side Film Festival and Fantasia Film Festival,
among others. Broadway: The Inheritance.
Television: “FBI: Most Wanted” and “High
Maintenance.” As a writer, his pilot “30 Days
in Bayside” was recognized by the Black
List’s LGBTQ list, the GLAAD List, as one
of Hollywood’s “most promising unmade
scripts.” He currently has two TV projects
in development with Elliott Page’s Page Boy
Productions and Destin Daniel Cretton’s
Hisako Productions. Mucho amor to my
family—/nitiative, chosen and otherwise;
LKC; my Zoob; Trent and Kate; and to
DGRW for standing by me. Creativity is the
universe’s gift to us, using it is our gift back
to the universe. @soyjoseuseche all platforms.
CHRISTOPHER DYLAN WHITE he/
they (Em) has appeared in films such as
Miseducation of Cameron Post (Sundance,
Grand Jury Prize) and Freak Show (Berlin
Film Festival). Their theatre credits include
Paris (Atlantic Theater Company) and
The Bridge Play (59E59). They made
their directorial debut with the short film A
Delicate Place which they wrote, directed
and produced. They are a writer, director and
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST

actor based in New York City. They have two
cats and an amazing partner.

ELSE WENT (Playwright) is the current Tow
Foundation resident playwright at The Public
Theater and has had work developed through
labs and groups at The Public (EWG), Ars
Nova (Play Group), WP (Lab), Playwrights
Realm (Fellowship), Trans Theatre Lab,
among others. Recipient of new work
commissions from MTC Sloan Foundation,
South Coast Repertory and Breaking the
Binary Festival, among others. Her play An
Oxford Man received a special commendation
from the Susan Smith Blackburn Prize in 2025.

EMMA ROSA WENT she/her (Director) is
currently on staff as the inaugural directing
fellow at The Public Theater. She is originally
from coastal California. Other works with
Else: Degenerates (workshops at Playwright
Horizons, The Public, Ars Nova, NYTW), An
Oxford Man (workshops at MTC, South Coast
Rep), I Am the Most Beautiful Bird (workshops
with Breaking the Binary, Mercury Store).
Classical work including Hudson Valley
Shakespeare, Opera House Arts, Red Bull
Theater, Public Shakespeare Initiative, Coffey
St. Studio. Drama League alum. SDC member.
Rep: WME. emmawent.com

MIKIKO SUZUKI MACADAMS she/her
(Scenic Design). Her recent design work has
been seen on Broadway in Call Me Izzy and
on the West End in Clueless. Off-Broadway:
Second Stage, Primary Stages, Working
Theater, Epic Theater Ensemble, INTAR, EST
and NAATCO. Other: The Shed, Guthrie,
Arena Stage, Barkley Rep, The Old Globe,
OSF, Seattle Rep, Opera Theatre of St. Louis,
Universal Studio Japan and more. Currently,
she is on the design faculty at Geffen School
of Drama at Yale.

KINDALL ALMOND (Costume Design) is
a multidisciplinary designer and stylist living
in New York. Off-Broadway: figaro/faggots
(Baryshnikov), I’'m Repeating Myself (The
Brick), Garside’s Career and Partnership
(Mint Theater), black odyssey (CSC), The
Vicky Archives (The Tank). Regional: Life Is
a Dream and Our Town (Baltimore Center
Stage). Film: Bleeding, Nosferasta, Give
It Back: Crimes Against Reality, F*ck That
Guy (short), Love Taps (short), Within a Quiet
Body (short), Moonbeams (short). MFA in
costume design from NYU Tisch and a BFA
in fashion design from Pratt Institute. Queer
joy is resistance.

SUSAN HILFERTY (Costume Design
Dramaturg) has designed over 400
productions across the globe. Her many
designs include 15 shows at The Public;
Broadway: Wicked (Tony, Outer Critics Circle
and Drama Desk awards); Off-Broadway:
over 100 shows; regional: San Francisco to
Washington, D.C.; international: 40 plays
with South African writer Athol Fugard;
opera: Aida (Metropolitan Opera); dance:
Alvin Ailey; circus: Ringling Bros.; concerts:
Taylor Swift Speak Now World Tour. Hilferty
teaches graduate design at NYU/Tisch (25
years as chair).

CHRISTOPHER AKERLIND (Lighting
Design). The Public: Office Hour, Grounded,
King Lear, Wrecks, Measure for Pleasure, See
What [ Wanna See, Well, Troilus and Cressida,
Silence Cunning Exile, The Skriker. Over 650
productions in the U.S. and internationally.
Broadway: Indecent (Tony and Drama Desk
Award), The Last Ship, Rocky (Tony nom.),
The Gershwins’ Porgy and Bess (Tony nom.),
110 in the Shade (Tony nom.), Awake and
Sing! (Tony nom.), Seven Guitars (Tony
nom.), The Light in the Piazza (Tony, Drama
Desk, Outer Critics Circle Awards).

ANGELA BAUGHMAN (Sound Design) is
a sound designer who focuses on new works
and especially loves the malleable boundary
between music and noise. Her work spans
over 100 plays and musicals, music, film
and broadcast. On Broadway, she created
the sound effects for Water for Elephants
as assistant sound designer. Other designs
include turning a vintage RV into a pirate
radio station broadcasting from MoMA PS1,
soundscapes for the Carnegie Museum of
Natural History and the award-winning 2021
sci-fi film The Clearing.

S.KATY TUCKER (Projection Design) has
designed over 100 productions nationally
and internationally on Broadway, at The
Met Opera, Teatro alla Scala, the Kennedy
Center, Dutch National Opera, Greek
National Opera, Sydney Opera House,
Carnegie Hall, NYC Ballet, Park Avenue
Armory, San Francisco Opera, Chicago
Lyric Opera, as well as for Off-Broadway
and regional theatre, among others. She
also periodically works for DF Productions
on television and award shows, including
Netflix’s “Rhythm + Flow 2,” the Emmy
Awards and the American Music Awards.
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST

AISHA HAMIDA (Prop Manager). The
Public: Manahatta (assistant props manager),
Sally and Tom (artisan), Good Bones (artisan),
Glass Kill. What If If Only.Imp (assistant props
manager), Much Ado About Nothing (prop
manager). Lincoln Center: Six Characters
(associate props supervisor). Atlantic Theater
Company: We Are Continuous (props
supervisor), Grief Camp (assistant props).
Signature Theatre: Bad Kreyol (associate
props supervisor).

DAN RENKIN he/him (Fight Direction).
His work as choreographer and performer
has been seen from the Metropolitan Opera
to Broadway to Inverse Theatre to “As the
World Turns.” Saw the Musical (NYC, tour),
Lilith (The Flea), All My Sons (Alec Baldwin,
Laurie Metcalfe), She Kills Monsters (José
Zayas, AADA), The Dreamer (Neo-Political
Cowgirls). Previous joyful collaborations
with Emma: Richard Il (SSF), Romeo and
Juliet (HVSF). Faculty: Circle in the Square,
AADA, NYFA. Thanks always to B.H., who
opened the door.

LAURA HACKMAN she/her (Intimacy
Direction) is a nationally recognized intimacy
director, sensitivity specialist, director and
academic with over 35 years in theatre. She
serves as consulting intimacy director at The
Mercury Store in Brooklyn and pioneered the
first staged intimacy course in the University
System of Georgia. Guided by consent,
care and cultural awareness, Laura fosters
rehearsal rooms where artists feel safe to take
bold risks and create brave, connected and
deeply human storytelling.

SARAH LUNNIE (Production Dramaturgy).
The Public: The Seat of Our Pants, The Ally,
Shipwreck. Broadway: What the Constitution
Means to Me; A Doll’s House, Part 2;
Hillary and Clinton, Grand Horizons. Oft-
Broadway: Prince F, Angry Alan, Rheology,
The Antiquities, Public Obscenities, Where
the Mountain Meets the Sea, The Thin Place,
Mrs. Murray’s Menagerie, Miles for Mary,
The Christians. TV: creator and EP, “The
Dealer,” forthcoming on Apple.

JANELLE CASO (Production Stage
Manager). The Public: Manahatta, Shadow/
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST

land, Public Works: The Tempest, Plays for
the Plague Year, cullud wattah, The Line,
Romeo y Julieta, Coal Country, Wild Goose
Dreams, Mobile Unit’s The Tempest, Mlima’s
Tale, Oedipus El Rey. Broadway: Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory, Noises Off. National
tour: Evil Dead. Regional: Octet, Comedy of
Errors, The Matchmaker, By the Queen, Mr.
Burns..., The Most Spectacularly Lamentable
Trial of Miz Martha Washington, Into the
Woods, Cyrano, A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, Hamlet, Othello, Frost/Nixon, RFK,
Fiddler on the Roof, Gypsy. MFA: Columbia
University. For Maria.

MOLLY FOY (Stage Manager). The Public:
The Ally, Hell’s Kitchen. Broadway: Hell’s
Kitchen national tour, Call Me Izzy, The
Hills of California. Recently: New York City
Ballet, Roundabout, Lincoln Center Theater,
MTC, Colt Coeur, A.R.T./New York Bay
Street Theater, Gretna Theater, Juilliard,
Delaware Theatre Company, Alabama
Shakespeare Festival. Foy is a graduate of
Temple University. Much gratitude to this
lovely team and all those I love at home.

Information in “Who’s Who in the Cast” is provided by the
production. Where opinions are expressed, they are those
of the players, not necessarily those of PLAYBILL Magazine.

STAFF FOR INITIATIVE

Associate Director....
Associate Dramaturg
Baseball Consultant....
Associate Scenic Designer .
Associate Costume Designer.
Associate Lighting Designer ..

José Espinosa
Chen-Wei Liao
.Lindsey Eifert
Peter Mitchell

Associate Sound Designer..... ... Ryan March
Associate Projections Designer .. Brian Pacelli
Associate Projections Designer .................. Blake Manns
Associate Production Manager. utumn J. Mitchell
Production Assistant...........cccceceniiniiiinnn. Emma Battle

Script Production Assistants ....... Mary Kate Baughman,
Dailee Morrone

Natalie Carney
.. Emma Wilk Solomon
Cameron June Ricks
..... Nata E. Price

... Jennie Gorn

Gage Baker, Erlc Clawson, Stephen Curry,

Assistant Prop Manager ..
Head Audio
ASS|stant Head Aud

Audio Crew....
Bennett Lin, Jeremy Oleska, Bryn Scharenberg,
Kris Werking

Production Video ..
Assistant Productio
Video Programmer ...
Video Operator...
Video Crew ........
Costume Coordinator
Draper

Ashur Rayis
....Julia Frey
Devin Kinch
.Max Jabara
...... Sam lasso
Adrianne Williams
..... Sarah Reever, Marie Stair
First Hands.. Audrey Pallmeyer, Griffin Patria
Costume Crew ... Gene Brown, Paige Brown,
Paola Castafieda, Jules DeSchryver, Edouard Ferrell,
Kimberly Gomgs

Costume Crafts............... LA Clevenson, Jason Goodwin,

Clio Gordon, Sharone Malka
Marisa Miranda
Chanique Quinones,
Madeline Rostmeyer
Monica Russell
..Juan Lara Valentini
.. Hayes Wolfe

Wardrobe Supervisor....
Wardrobe Crew

Wardrobe Swing....

Head Electrician ...

Assistant Head Electrician .

Lighting Programmer ... .Natalie Shipley
Light Board Operators..........Parker Damm, River Knight
Electricians....... Maggie Braa, Talia Bowes, Erin Bulman,
Cullen Chaffin, Roy Chang, Juan Coronado,

Jack Creegan, Shane Crowley, Parker Damm,

James Deng, Ethan Feil, Cameron Filepas, Drew Finley,
Rachel Sydney Goldberg, Olivia Grasso, Vic Hernandez,
River Knight, Joe Lorenzen, Terysa Malootian,

Julia Mansur, Genevieve Martinez, Jack Meister-Lopez,
Lilian Meyers, Michael Murphy, Emily Poole,

Joe Scardino, Destiny Scott, Archer Swietek,

Dusk Vermillion

.. Haley Dunlavey
.. Milo Robinson
mantha Gordon,
Sean Haffey, Ali Mark
Carrie First

Prop Runner
Prop Carpenter-..
Prop Artisans........

Assistant Technical Director
Charge Artist......... . Hugh Moris-Stan
Lead Carpenter .... Jacob Cange
Scenery Construction & Load-In Crew ..... Kevin Abrams,
Bhagavan Angulo, Anna Biggerstaff, Al Castaneda,
Jesse Debolt, Isaac De Marchi, KJ Diaz, Lucas Falick,
Nicholas Fleming, Corban Gililland, A. Rose Goodman,
Jeff Griffin, Sophie Hafter, Adam Hartling, Elio Herrada,
Toni Kooharian, Gavin McNicholl, Liam Mitchell,
Marshall Mohr, Howard Moncada, Beckett Mullen,
Brandon Mundo, Angie Pei, Thomas Rubin, Rory Schall,
Tom Sosnik, Joshua Straker, Ren Squier, Luis Torres,
Justin Tristan, Polina Vitrouk, Mia Wilson,

Lead Scenic Artist.... Aria Pegg
Scenic Artists. . Jacob Caire, Isabella Hollis,
Annika Radovcich, Ava Rand, OI|V|a Spnngberg

Deck Carpenter. ..Anna Biggerstaff
Scenery Admin ..... Maxwell Carlson
Lead Logistics Technician .. .Robert Vesce
Logistics Technician.... ... Martin Rios
Assistant Logistics Tech podi-Kaminsky

CREDITS
Sound equipment provided by Masque Sound. Lighting
equipment provided by PRG.

MUSIC CREDITS

Pit Fighter written by Tim Roven. Courtesy of Tabletop
Audio. Invisible Mountain Written by Tim Roven. Courtesy
of Tabletop Audio. Protean Fields written by Tim Roven.
Courtesy of Tabletop Audio. Court of the Count written
by Tim Roven. Courtesy of Tabletop Audio. Treacherous
Path written by Tim Roven. Courtesy of Tabletop Audio.
Starforged Vault written by Tim Roven. Courtesy of
Tabletop Audio. Endgame written by Tim Roven. Courtesy
of Tabletop Audio. Kingdom of the Mist written by Tim
Roven. Courtesy of Tabletop Audio.

SPECIAL THANKS
Harkness Dance Center, Starbright Floral Design

STAFF FOR THE PUBLIC THEATER
Executive Office

Oskar Eustis
... Patrick Willingham

Artistic Director
Executive Director .
Associate Artistic Director/

Resident Director .......cccecveeveeveniinicsenens Saheem Ali
Associate Artistic Director/

Director of Cultural Transformation............ Alexa Smith
General Manager ........ccceveveennes ..Jeremy Adams
Senior Director, Development .Kristina Hoge
Chief Marketing Officer ... Tom McCann
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Chief Financial Officer
Senior Director, Human Resources ..
Administrative Chief of Staff...
Artistic Associate........c.ccue.... ...Jessica Slaght
Assistant to Resident Director... ....Moses Garcia
Deputy Administrative Chief of Staff.....Tina Huang Abrams
Director, Public Theater Productions ... Leah Matthes
Writer in Residence ..Suzan- Lori Parks
Composer in Residence .

Resident Artist....
Directing Fellow..
Director of Voice .
Voice Associate .....

Shakespeare Scholars in Residence.

Murray Abeles
Sarah Rosen
.Rosalind Barbour

“James Shapiro,
Ayanna Thompson

Producing

Associate Line Producers.... Emma McSharry, Citlali Pizarro
Artistic Planning Manager... Cody Johnson
Senior Company Manager Heather Fichthorn
Company Manager Grace Chariya
Company Management/

Producing Associate .......cccceeveeeeiiieennns Lauren Estrella

Casting

Directors of Casting ...Jordan Thaler, Heidi Griffiths

Casting Director
Casting Associate

e Murray
..Chalin Tulyathan

General Management
General Management
Business Manager .. Chantal Easterling
Interim Budget Manager ..........ccccoecvevvenennne Joe Hetterly
House Seat Coordinator Carlos Serrano

New Work Development

Director of New Work Development...... Amrita Ramanan

Associate Director of
New Work Development .................

New Work Development Manager

Tow Playwright in Residence

Emerging Writers Group...... Karina Billini,

Humaira Igbal, Jesse Jae Hoon, Celeste Jennings,

Nina Ki, Gloria Oladipo, Valen-Marie Santos,

Amita Sharma, Al Sierra

Joe’s Pub
Director, Joe’s Pub ... ...Alex Knowlton
Associate DireCtor .......ccuvceveeiciiciiiiieinns Isabel Kim
Marketing & Communications Director.......Sacha Wynne
Director of Production.................. Peter Dean
Audio Manager & Head Engineer . ... Jon Shriver
Ticketing & Communications Associate.. Ashley Meeks
Performance Coordinators..........cccveuen. Megan Brooks,
Jordi Coats, Lama El Homaissi, Philip Santos Schaffer,
Indigo Sparks, Mitchell Richman, Alejandra Acevedo,
Heather Englander, Caroline Englander, Rico Froehlich,
Zoe Trischka, Jacob Stiel
Audio Engineers......c.ccoevuvns Jake Cheriff, Kenien Spann,
Reya Harris, Steve Ha, Nate Krogel
Lighting Designers....... Colleen Doherty, Conor Mulligan,
Jeanne Anne Carter, Tyler Learned, Cat Cusick
Video Lead JR Cronheim
Photographers ..Angela Cholmondeley, Da Ping Luo,
David Andrako, Kelly Cook, Lawrence Sumulong,
Sachyn Mital, Yekaterina Gyadu
Joe’s Pub Vanguard Resident.... .. Justin Vivian Bond
Joe’s Pub Working Group Jaime Cepero,
Julian Hornik, Emma Jayne, Mehrnam Rastegari,
Raina Sokolov-Gonzalez

Production

.... Peter Dean
... Jon Grenay
_Cristina Ayon-Vlesca Aliyah Sall
..Autumn Mitchell
. Jessica Nekritz
amuel Arencibia
.... Robert Vesce
Martin Rios

Director of Production
Senior Production Manager ...
Production Managers ..
Associate Production Manager

Assistant Production Manager ..
Production Logistics Manager
Lead Logistics Technician...
Logistics Technician

Production Office Manager .... .. Kelly Moore
Production Office Assistant.... Lana Zhang
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of the LAT.S.E. represents

the Designers & Scenic Artists
for the American Theatre

!! THE ACTORS AND STAGE MANAGERS EMPLOYED

WARNING
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the possession of any device for such photographing or sound
recording inside this theatre, without the written permission
of the management, is prohibited by law. Violators may be
punished by ejection and violations may render the offender
liable for money damages.

FIRE NOTICE: The exit indicated by a red light and sign nearest
to the seat you occupy is the shortest route to the street. In the
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FIRE COMMISSIONER
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NOTES

ABOUT INITIATIVE
“Do you think we’ll do anything worthwhile with our lives?

Is it even possible?”

About halfway through INITIATIVE, two kids sit under a bridge in a small town in California and ask this
question. Itis the early 2000’s, the ocean rumbles nearhy, and the night is vast around them.

Claraand Riley don't know their answer yet, but I8 years ago two (real) kids got together in a small California
town, and had the wild idea that they could move to New York one day and make plays. Those kids could never
have imagined The Public Theater, the years of hard work and generosity and belief that created this play, or
you sitting here to see t. But we (Else and |, and this incomparable group of artists) have built our work around
the old-fashioned principle that a community telling a story together—with rigor, with utmost trust, with great
expansiveness of heart—might be enough to save us. To fortify our souls, in times of great pain and uncertainty.

To build a world for each other in which we can live. That this very

act (performed by teenagers in a Dungeons & Dragons game, or actors on the stage before you) might not be a
distraction from the real work of living but might itself be the worthwhile thing.

Thank you for taking the long ride with us. It is an enormous privilege to offer you this story, and to bring you
hack home—that s, to one of our shared homes, which is adolescence. To the end of childhood, the threshold of
the big world, the moment where it all cracks open. We hope you dance.

EMMA ROSA WENT
DIRECTOR

The fire that you may see tonight issuing from the nearest
star in the Andromeda constellation has taken 10 years to

reach us. Nearly [0 years ago, | began work on a play about a group of teenagers forming a community
and encountering the world at the turn of the millennium. Though the play reports on our shared past, it is not
nostalgia, but an attempt to bring the soul into the past, wiser now. As with starlight, what was burning then
illuminates us today.

Over these years, INITIATIVE has been shaped by the brilliant artists who have lived within its characters, the
majority of whom have been involved with this story for so long that it has become a kind of home for us—a
lodestar we've returned to as we've discovered what kind of artists we are. To arrive here together as a class,
with every member of this acting company making their Public Theater debut, after so much waiting and so
much work, feels rare and right. We have heen in the waiting room and now, at last—at last!—our names are
being called.

I invite you, as you meet this play, to take seriously your
own adolescence: your own first friendships, first loves, first great wants and fears, losses
and discoveries. It is a brave act to step into such a big world and become yourself. | am so happy you made it.

ELSE WENT
PLAYWRIGHT
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Lin-Manuel Miranda, photo by Camila Falquez.
Alicia Keys, photo courtesy of the artist.

§ ON BROADWAY

" THE PUBLIC IS PROUD T0 BE
REPRESENTED ON BROADWAY...

J40'¥3ilvIHLIINand

AND BEYOND

CATCH SUFFS, HAMILTON, AND
HELL'S KITCHEN ON TOUR
ACROSS THE US & THE WORLD!
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Dylan Parent, Pesto Gnocchi,
and Ashley Loren
PHOTO BY VI DANG

Loren says with authority. It's true

that showgirls are shimmering in the
spotlight, having a bit of a moment now that
Swift’s album The Life of the Showgirl has
sashayed to the top of the charts. And no one
knows a showgirl’s life better than Loren, who
holds the distinction of being the longest-run-
ning Satine in Broadway's Moulin Rouge! The
Musical at the Al Hirschfeld Theatre.

Says Loren: “| feel like the life of a showgirl
is [measured byl the amount of cupping
marks you have. Your acupuncture, your
physical therapy, or whatever witchy things
you do behind the scenes so when you get
out there, you can just be part of the show.”

During our interview, Loren produced a
white box of her favorite Italian cookies for
us to share, gifted me a packet of gummies
for my gut health, and recommended her fa-
vorite local honey to combat allergies (jarred
from beehives in community gardens around
New York City). The cocktail of supplements
and practices that keep Loren gleaming has
been carefully curated to help her maintain
the eight-show week schedule while living
with chronic illness.

“It forces you to be more attuned to your
body and listen to your body in ways that
some other people might not have to,” Loren,

‘ ‘Taylor [Swift] is giving Satine,” Ashley

who lives with Lyme disease, explains.

But it’s not a detriment to Loren’s perfor-
mance. Satine, the fictional courtesan she
portrays, is secretly battling tuberculosis,
racing against the clock of her illness to
find true love. “[Lyme] gives me a different
nuance and authenticity that | can putin
my art,” Loren says. “And speaking openly
about it also gives [me] power, more power in
defining the strength that [I] have.”

And Loren has gracefully fortified her
understanding of self, on and off stage,
including in the two-year break she took
from Moulin Rouge! At one point, the highs
of a showgirl—the pops of pyrotechnics,
the 6,000 blue crystals bedazzling just one
dress—created a post-show crash so severe
that Loren wondered who she even was
when she wasn't on stage. “Perfection is
overrated,” she says with a knowing shake of
her head. “A lot of my healing was an accep-
tance of the flow of it all. The biggest thing
[for youl to realize is that you are enough.”

To learn which product keeps Loren’s
red lip budge-proof and smudge-free for a
two-show day (and how her
cat, Mozart, helps her prepare
to perform), scan the QR code
here to watch Loren get ready
for Moulin Rouge!
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